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Q

ualification 
E

vaporated salt 
R

ock salt 
Sea salt 

Solar salt 
The distinction 
betw

een natural and 
non-natural 
production 
techniques (w

hereas 
10) 

- 
M

ineral of natural origin. 
- 

Production techniques do not 
m

odify the m
ineral character. 

- M
ineral of natural origin. 

- Production techniques do not 
m

odify the m
ineral character. 

- M
ineral of natural origin. 

- Production techniques do not 
m

odify the m
ineral character. 

- M
ineral of natural origin. 

- Production techniques do 
not m

odify the m
ineral 

character. 

The contribution of 
salt production to 
the developm

ent of 
rural areas (w

hereas 
10) 

N
ot applicable 

 

N
ot applicable 

 

N
ot applicable 

 
N

ot applicable 

 

The contribution to 
protection of the 
environm

ent and 
clim

ate (A
rt 4(a)) 

- U
se of best available 

techniques for evaporation, 
crystallization, centrifugation 
and drying (com

parable w
ith 

techniques for organic sugar 
production). 

- Efficient energy use. 
- Low

 or m
edium

 carbon 
footprint (depending on share 
of renew

able energy). 
- Low

 w
ater footprint. 

- Evaporated w
ater is reused for 

solution m
ining. 

-   Low
 energy consum

ption. 
- Low

 carbon footprint. 
- V

ery low
 w

ater footprint. 
- D

isposal of process w
astes in 

em
pty cham

bers of ow
n 

underground m
ines. 

- N
o generation of w

astew
ater. 

- A
bove ground only sm

all 
areas are needed. 

 

- U
se of sun and w

ind for 
concentration and 
crystallization of seaw

ater. 
- Low

 energy consum
ption. 

- Low
 carbon footprint. 

- V
ery low

 w
ater footprint. 

- D
isposal of process w

astes 
(calcium

 carbonate, calcium
 

sulfate) in concentration 
ponds. 

- D
isposal of m

other liquor 
(“bittern”) from

 crystallizer 

- U
se of sun and w

ind for 
evaporation and 
crystallization of lake 
brines. 

- Low
 energy consum

ption. 
- Low

est carbon footprint. 
- V

ery low
 w

ater footprint. 
- R

equires large areas. 
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- D
isposal of process w

astes 
(sludges from

 brine treatm
ent, 

w
ater-insolubles from

 rock salt 
dissolving) in ow

n brine 
caverns or underground salt 
m

ines. 
- D

isposal of m
other liquor from

 
the evaporative crystallization 
to rivers, lakes, or to the sea 
w

ithin the lim
its set by the 

com
petent authorities. 

- A
bove ground only sm

all areas 
are needed. 

ponds to the sea diluted w
ith 

w
ater only. 

- R
equires huge areas. 

 

The encouragem
ent 

of short distribution 
channels and local 
production in the 
various areas of the 
U

nion ((A
rt 4(f) 

- Produced in various areas 
throughout the w

hole U
nion. 

- Short distribution channels 
w

ith low
 carbon footprint 

guaranteed. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 
 

 

 

- Produced in various areas 
throughout the w

hole U
nion. 

- Short distribution channels 
w

ith low
 carbon footprint 

guaranteed. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 
 

 

 

- D
ue to the clim

atic 
conditions produced only at 
the coastline of the 
M

editerranean Sea and the 
Southern A

tlantic. 
- Short distribution channels in 

Southern Europe. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 
 

- D
ue to the clim

atic 
conditions produced only 
at the coastline of the 
M

editerranean Sea (and 
A

frica). 
- Short distribution channels 

in Southern Europe. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing 

dem
and. 

-  

The contribution to 
a non-toxic 
environm

ent (A
rt 

4(d)) 

- N
o toxic w

astes result from
 

production. 
- Processing aids (w

hich helps 
to increase the energy 
efficiency of evaporated salt 
plants) leave the process w

ith 
the sludges of brine treatm

ent 

- N
o toxic w

astes result from
 

production. 
- N

O
x  from

 explosives 
detonation creates due to low

 
specific explosives 
consum

ption no 
environm

ental problem
. 

- N
o toxic w

astes result from
 

production. 
- N

o toxic w
astes result 

from
 production. 
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(disposal in brine caverns or 
em

pty cham
bers of salt 

m
ines). 

- M
iners health is not 

negatively affected 
(authorized N

O
x  lim

its are 
respected by ventilation, 
organizational m

easures, and 
use of e-vehicles). 

The respect for 
nature’s system

s and 
cycles (A

rt 5(a)) 

- Producers fulfil all national 
and European requirem

ents to 
safeguard the environm

ent. 

- Producers fulfil all national 
and European requirem

ents to 
safeguard the environm

ent. 

- Producers fulfil all national 
and European requirem

ents to 
safeguard the environm

ent. 

- Producers fulfil all 
national and European 
requirem

ents to safeguard 
the environm

ent. 
The preservation of 
natural landscape 
elem

ents, such as 
natural heritage sites 
(A

rt 5(b)) 

- O
nly sm

all areas above ground 
are needed. 

- N
o influence on natural 

landscape. 
- Preservation of natural 

landscape elem
ents, such as 

natural heritage sites is 
guaranteed. 

- O
nly sm

all areas above 
ground are needed. 

- N
o influence on natural 

landscape. 
- Preservation of natural 

landscape elem
ents, such as 

natural heritage sites is 
guaranteed. 

- H
uge areas are needed. 

- Production takes place 
som

etim
es located in nature 

reserves. 

- Large areas are needed. 
- N

o influence on natural 
landscape. 

- Preservation of natural 
landscape elem

ents, such 
as natural heritage sites is 
guaranteed. 

The responsible use 
of energy and 
natural resources, 
such as w

ater, soil, 
organic m

atter, and 
air (A

rt 5(c)) 

- U
se of best available 

techniques for evaporation and 
crystallization. 

- Efficient energy use. 
- Extrem

ely low
 or low

 carbon 
footprint (depending on share 
of renew

able energy). 
- Low

 w
ater footprint 

- Evaporated w
ater is reused for 

solution m
ining. 

- N
o soil and organic m

atter 
necessary. 

- A
ir from

 therm
al salt drying is 

dedusted.   

Low
 energy consum

ption. 
- Extrem

ely low
 carbon 

footprint. 
- Extrem

ely low
 w

ater 
footprint. 

- N
o soil and organic m

atter 
necessary. 

- A
ir from

 m
ine ventilation is 

dedusted in the underground 
m

ine field.   

- U
se of sun and w

ind for 
concentration and 
crystallization of seaw

ater. 
- Low

 energy consum
ption. 

- Extrem
ely low

 carbon 
footprint. 

- Extrem
ely low

 w
ater 

footprint. 
- N

o organic m
atter necessary. 

- U
se of soil for ponds 

m
aintenance only. 

- A
ir from

 therm
al salt drying 

is dedusted.   

- U
se of sun and w

ind for 
evaporation and 
crystallization. 

- Low
 energy consum

ption. 
- Extrem

ely low
 carbon 

footprint. 
- Extrem

ely low
 w

ater 
footprint. 

- N
o organic m

atter 
necessary. 

- U
se of soil for ponds 

m
aintenance only. 

- A
ir from

 therm
al salt 

drying is dedusted.   
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 The production of a 

w
ide variety of 

high-quality 
products that 
respond to 
consum

ers’ dem
and 

for good that are 
produced by the use 
of processes that do 
not harm

 the 
environm

ent and 
hum

an health (A
rt 

5(d)) 

- O
riginates from

 rock salt, 
w

hich w
as form

ed m
ore than 

200 M
illion years ago. 

- R
ock salt and the other source 

natural brine are free from
 

environm
ental im

pacts. 
- Evaporated salt is a traditional 

product, produced already by 
the C

elts in Europe and by 
others since centuries outside 
Europe.  

- Evaporated salt is the salt w
ith 

the highest purity (highest 
N

aC
l content, low

est in heavy 
m

etal, bacteria, and other 
im

purities). 
- U

sed processes do not harm
 

the environm
ent and the health 

of the em
ployees. 

- G
uarantees the local 

availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 

- R
ock salt w

as form
ed m

ore 
than 200 M

illion years ago. 
- R

ock salt is free from
 

environm
ental im

pacts. 
- R

ock salt is a traditional 
product, produced since 
centuries in Europe and 
outside Europe. 

- U
sed processes do not harm

 
the environm

ent and the 
health of m

iners. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 
 

 

- Sea salt is a traditional 
product, produced since 
centuries in Europe and 
outside Europe. 

- U
sed processes do not harm

 
the environm

ent and the 
health of em

ployees.  
- R

isk of m
icroplastics 

contam
ination is reduced by 

good selection of the 
production site and the use of 
clean seaw

ater. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing dem

and. 
 

 

- Solar salt is a traditional 
product, produced since 
centuries in w

orld regions 
w

ith aride clim
ate. 

- U
sed processes do not 

harm
 the environm

ent and 
the health of em

ployees. 
- G

uarantees the local 
availability of organic salt, 
even w

ith grow
ing 

dem
and. 

 

The adaption of the 
production process 
to take account of 
the regional 
differences in the 
ecological, clim

atic, 
and local conditions 
(A

rt 5(h)) 

- Production in regions w
here 

underground rock salt deposits 
or natural brine are available. 

- In Europe, a lot of rock salt 
deposits are available. 

- Process w
ell suited for salt 

production in regions w
hich 

are not at the coast, w
here no 

sea w
ater is available. 

- Process can be used under 
clim

atic conditions w
here sun 

energy is low
, and the 

precipitation is high. 

- Production in regions w
ith 

underground or on-surface 
rock salt deposits are 
available. 

- In Europe, a lot of rock salt 
deposit are available. 

- Process w
ell suited for salt 

production in regions w
hich 

are not at the coast, w
here no 

sea w
ater is available, or in 

regions w
here no huge 

suitable areas for construction 
of concentration and 

- 
C

onditions for this 
production process: 

x 
A

vailability of 
seaw

ater.  
x 

H
uge suitable areas 

for construction of 
concentration and 
crystallizer ponds. 

x 
N

eed specific 
clim

atic conditions 
(sun, w

ind, low
 

rainfall) 

- D
ue to the clim

atic 
conditions produced only 
at the coastline of the 
M

editerranean Sea (and 
A

frica). 
-  
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crystallizer ponds are 
available. 

- Process can be used under 
clim

atic conditions w
here sun 

energy is low
, and the 

precipitation is high. 

- 
Therefore, produced in 
Europe only at the coastline 
of the M

editerranean Sea 
and the Southern A

tlantic. 
 

Is the use of 
additives 
m

inim
ized? 

- Y
es (less anti-caking additives 

used than authorized in salt for 
food and feed). 

 

- Y
es (less anti-caking 

additives used than authorized 
in salt for food and feed). 
 

- Y
es (less anti-caking 

additives used than 
authorized in salt for food 
and feed). 

- Y
es (less anti-caking 

additives used than 
authorized in salt for food 
and feed). 

A
re the additives 

essential? 
- N

ecessary to avoid caking of 
fine-grained salts. 

- C
aked salt is not usable. 

- Efficient anti-caking agents 
necessary. 

- W
ater soluble anti-caking 

agents necessary for food 
processing. 

- O
nly authorised anti-caking 

agents used in salt for organic 
food production and in salt for 
organic farm

ing. 
- Fortification of salt w

ith iodine 
is m

andatory in several 
M

em
ber States. 

- N
ecessary to avoid caking of 

fine-grained salts. 
- C

aked salt is not usable. 
- Efficient anti-caking agents 

necessary. 
- W

ater soluble anti-caking 
agents necessary for food 
processing. 

- O
nly authorised anti-caking 

agents used in salt for organic 
food production and in salt for 
organic farm

ing. 
- Fortification of salt w

ith 
iodine is m

andatory in several 
M

em
ber States. 

- N
ecessary to avoid caking of 

fine-grained salts. 
- C

aked salt is not usable. 
- Efficient anti-caking agents 

necessary. 
- W

ater soluble anti-caking 
agents necessary for food 
processing. 

- O
nly authorised anti-caking 

agents used in salt for organic 
food production and in salt 
for organic farm

ing. 
- Fortification of salt w

ith 
iodine is m

andatory in 
several M

em
ber States. 

- N
ecessary to avoid caking 

of fine-grained salts. 
- C

aked salt is not usable. 
- Efficient anti-caking 

agents necessary. 
- W

ater soluble anti-caking 
agents necessary for food 
processing. 

- O
nly authorised anti-

caking agents used in salt 
for organic food 
production and in salt for 
organic farm

ing. 
- Fortification of salt w

ith 
iodine is m

andatory in 
several M

em
ber States. 

 


